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unusual influences. It resembles science in that it assumes the om-
nipotence of knowledge.
The obsession with letters and numbers, characteristic of all magi,
points in the direction of mathematical science. Pythagoras and
Plato were magi in this sense, and modern technology still is based
on the idea that he who has the formula can be all-powerful.
In the magic world view, all matter is governed by certain har-
monies which may be expressed in letters, cyphers, numbers, de-
signs, signatures, time intervals, names, or stated correspondences.
Everything in the Universe is so related to everything else that any
change in one part immediately (not through a chain of causes and
effects) implies changes in all parts. The most important of these
correspondences is the one between the macrocosmos (heaven, the
zodiac, and the planets) and the mcrocosmos (the human body
and its parts). Astrology assumes a one-way dependence between
the two, but magic does not exclude mutual dependence.
Summarizing, we shall call "magic" the proto-scientific stage of
an art, where results can be anticipated experimentally or surmised
in a divinatory and ecstatic way, more often than not with the help
of wishful thinking, and always under the assumption that what
looks probable to the mind can be realized through the will. Magic
is not a short-cut to science, but it may be called science in the
Utopian stage.
3) Laymen usually confuse mysticism and magic. Mysticism origi-
nally is a theological doctrine, opposed to the method of dialectic.
The difference is analogous to the difference between romanticism
and rationalism. The mystics claimed direct, intuitive access to God
whom they conceived as "absconditus" from human reason. In the
fifteenth century, however, some of the greatest dialecticians nour-
ished mystic ideas, notably Nicholas de Cusa, whose theory of
"learned ignorance" and "coincidence of the opposites" became
fruitful in the Renaissance age. From then on, "reason" and "in-
tuition" no longer were considered as alternatives. Hence, Paracelsus
was able to profess mystic views without prejudice to his scientific